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Isn’t Modern Japanese Social Welfare Fundamentally Wrong? :
Where Does Institutionalized, Commercialized and
Vocationalized Social Welfare Go?

Hideo OGUNI

As a result of heavy institutionalization and systematization of modern Japanese social welfare, social
welfare administration, social welfare services and social work have been subdivided, commercialized and
vocationalized.

For this reason, the parties of interest are targeted, with their independence and dignity extremely ne-
glected.

High economic growth after the war weakened the community as the foundation of life and pushed peo-
ple into social isolation.

The urbanization of life has brought about a rapidly declining birthrate, aging population, and widening
income inequality, shaking the foundation of social security and social welfare.

How did social welfare and social work confront these structural changes in post-war society?

Looking back on my past as a “social worker” for nearly 60 years, I feel deeply ashamed.

The My Care Plan movement, which has been in progress since the start of the long-term care insur-
ance, was a modest practice, but it was a practice to try to live independently as a party.

But that shouldn’t become an indulgence.

Key Words : Cultural creative challenge, Missing preliminary experience, My Care Plan movement, Life-
long living in your community, Community regeneration, Organization of parties






